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enforce laws, raise money, impose taxes, and
dispose of lands. Thus was begun the transforma-
tion of the court of the company into a parliament,
and the company itself into a commonwealth.
So self-sufficient did the colony become in these
early years of its history that by 1646 Massachu-
setts could assert that it owed only allegiance
to England and was entirely independent of the
British Parliament in all matters of government,
in which affairs under its charter it had absolute
power. Many denied this contention of the lead-
ers, asserting that the company was only a corpora-
tion and that any colonist had a right of appeal to
England. Winthrop refused definitely to recog-
nize this right, and measures were taken to purge
the colony of these refractory spirits, among whom
were Dr. Robert Child, one of the best educated
men of the colony, William Vassall, and Samuel
Maverick. All were fined, some clapped in irons,
and many banished. Child returned to England,
Vassall went to Barbados, and the rest were si-
lenced. So menacing was the revolt that Edward
Winslow was sent to England to present the case
to the parliamentary commissioners, which he did
successfully.
But among those who upheld the freedom of